
Adam Walsh Bill Language 
 

Section 671 (a)(20) of 42 USC is amended by adding the following:  
 
§ 671.  State plan for foster care and adoption assistance  
 
(a) Requisite features of State plan. In order for a State to be eligible for payments 
under this part (42 USCS §§ 670 et seq.) it shall have a plan approved by the Secretary 
which — 
(20) (A) (i) provides procedures for criminal records checks, including fingerprint-based 
checks of national crime information databases, for any prospective foster or adoptive 
parent before the foster or adoptive parent may be finally approved for placement of a 
child regardless of whether foster care maintenance payments or adoption assistance 
payments are to be made on behalf of the child under the State plan under this part (42 
USCS §§ 670 et seq), including procedures requiring that-- 
         (ii) in any case involving a child on whose behalf such payments are to be so 
made in which a record check reveals a felony conviction for child abuse or neglect, for 
spousal abuse, for a crime against children (including child pornography), or for a crime 
involving violence, including rape, sexual assault, or homicide, but not including other 
physical assault or battery, if a State finds that a court of competent jurisdiction has 
determined that the felony was committed at any time, such final approval shall not be 
granted and 
         (iii) in any case involving a child on whose behalf such payments are to be so 
made in which a record check reveals a felony conviction for physical assault, battery, 
or a drug-related offense, if a State finds that a court of competent jurisdiction has 
determined that the felony was committed within the past 5 years, such final approval 
shall not be granted and  
       (B) provides that the State shall-- 
         (i) check any child abuse and neglect registry maintained by the State for 
information on any prospective foster or adoptive parent and on any other adult living in 
the home of such a prospective parent, and request any other State in which any such 
prospective parent or other adult has resided in the preceding 5 years, to enable the 
State to check any child abuse and neglect registry maintained by such other State for 
such information, before the prospective foster or adoptive parent may be finally 
approved for placement of a child, regardless of whether foster care maintenance 
payments or adoption assistance payments are to be made on behalf of the child under 
the State plan under this part (42 USCS §§ 670 et seq),; 
         (ii) comply with any request described in clause (i) that is received from another 
State; and 
         (iii) have in place safeguards to prevent the unauthorized disclosure of information 
in any child abuse and neglect registry maintained by the State, and to prevent any 
such information obtained pursuant to this subparagraph from being used for a purpose 
other than the conducting of background checks in foster or adoptive placement cases; 
 
 
 


